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Lesson: May 21

Objective/Learning Target: 
The student will learn how to set up a 

scene change schedule for props



Let’s Get Started / Warm Up Activities:
How long should a scene change take? 
How do the backstage people know what prop to grab?

3

Props



Props: Shifting the Scenery 

● Once the  props have been acquired 
and laid out in an organized fashion 
backstage, the next job is to plan the 
moving of the props.

● Depending on the theatre, different 
people could assume the role of 
organizing the stage crew that moves 
props. The Props Master/Designer, the 
Stage Manager, the Assistant Stage 
Manager, Shift Manager…  



Props: Shifting the scenery 
● Whoever assumes the 

responsibility must plan out all 
scene changes in a very organized 
fashion, similar to dance 
choreography.  

● They will determine exactly where 
each prop enters the stage and 
exits the stage.

● They will know exactly where the 
prop is stored backstage when not 
in use.

● They will direct all stage hands in 
the movement of the props with 
specific instructions on how and 
where to move.



Props: 
Example 1

This is for a 
simple 
show for 
prop 
tracking 



Props: 
Example 2 

Note the 
spike tape 
column for 
location 



Props: 
Example 3

This is an 
early chart 
for prop 
tracking.



Props:  

Example 4 

This has a lot of 
info packed 
into one sheet.



Practice: Prop Challenge

● Based off of the charts in the previous slides, your experience, and any 
other research you want to look at, create your own prop scene change 
chart for the sample show in the next slide. 

● The set comes from an actual production of Sherlock Holmes.  The set on 
stage is Sherlock’s Flat and the set in front of the grand drape is located 
on the apron and an extension built  in front of the stage. 

● The scene changes go as follows:
○ Scene One:  In the Flat (Behind the Grand Drape)
○ Scene Two:  Warehouse (In front of the Grand Drape)
○ Scene Three:  Back to the Flat (Behind the Grand Drape)



Practice prop challenge

Everything in front 
of the Grand Drape 
will need to be 
brought on during 
the 1st scene 
change and taken 
off in the second. 
(The warehouse 
blows up, so it all has 
to move).



Practice prop challenge

● Think about what necessary pieces of information your crew 
would need for this scene shift.

● Do they need to know who moves it, how many crew members 
move each piece, where they come from, where they put 
things…

● Make a column for each piece of information they would need.
● The bomb comes on during the scene, so it would not have to 

be preset on stage.  However, it is there at the end of the scene.


